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A red  flag  significantly  floats  over  Canton.  Bolshevik 
advisers,  guns,  ammunition,  money,  military  leaders, 
and  Soviet  theories  of  government  and  economics  have 
been  welcomed  by  past  and  present  officials  of  the  so- 
called  Southern  Capitol  of  Changing  China.  During  the 
last  year  as  the  Third  Internationale  of  Moscow  has 
been  “Boring  In”,  there  have  been  several  “Red  Days” 
similar  to  those  experienced  in  Petrograd  during  Novem- 
ber, 1917.  General  Gallant  and  his  Russian  officers  have 
trained  and  now  command  over  8,000  troops,  the  “Hok 
Kwan”  or  Student  Army  which  at  this  writing  appears 
to  be  the  most  powerful  political  weapon  in  and  about 
Canton.  Chinese  and  Foreign  students  of  the  situation 
agree  that,  with  or  without  the  Russians,  the  “Reds” 
have  a very  good  chance  of  winning  the  city  which  until 
recently  was  famous  for  industry  and  business. 

“What  Canton  does  today  China  will  do  tomorrow” 
is  an  old  Chinese  saying,  the  truth  of  which  has  been 
verified  by  long  experience.  Obviously  the  Communist 
representatives  are  working  on  this  theory.  As  Lenin 
conquered  Petrograd  and  then  moved  southward  into 
power  throughout  sleeping  Russia,  so  the  Third  Inter- 
nationale strategists  of  China’s  prospective  revolution 
plan  to  conquer  Canton  and  move  northward. 

A brief  historical  statement  of  Chinese  revolutions 
will  show  that  there  is  wisdom  in  such  a move.  Hong 
Sau  Tauen,  the  wild  fanatical  leader  of  the  the  Taiping 
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rebellion,  started  near  Canton.  His  army  first  captured 
Canton,  then  Kwangtung  province,  and  later  moved 
northward  to  finally  meet  defeat  in  central  China  at  the 
hands  of  “Chinese  Gordon”. 

The  history  of  the  Republican  revolution  of  1911  is 
well  known.  It  is  significant  to  note  that  Canton  fur- 
nished the  leadership,  in  the  person  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sun  Yat  Sen.  Even  a year  before  the  general  revolu- 
tion broke  out,  the  aggressive  Cantonese  had  led  the 
way  by  overthrowing  the  Manchu  rule  in  the  southern 
capitol  and  setting  up  an  independent  “Republican  gov- 
ernment”. As  far  as  Chinese  revolutionary  history  goes 
the  Russians  seem  to  be  putting  their  men  and  money  on 
a “good  bet”. 

There  is  a further  reason  why  the  Bolsheviks  are 
making  a drive  for  political  power  in  the  southern 
capitol.  Peking  has  lost  her  place  of  political  leader- 
ship. She  is  obviously  tied  to  old  traditions.  When  the 
Chinese  think  of  Peking  they  must  think  of  the  des- 
potic Manchus,  of  the  place  where  the  “Unequal 
Treaties”  were  signed.  The  foreigner  and  the  military 
have  gone  there  and  they  have  gotten  what  they  wanted. 
The  proud  citizens  of  China  have  looked  to  their  capitol 
and  they  have  found  it  too  corrupt  to  give  them  justice 
and  too  weak  to  give  them  protection.  Just  as  Lenin 
left  Petrograd  with  its  invidious  associations,  so  Dr. 
Sun,  as  provisional  president  of  the  New  Chinese  Re- 
public in  1912  desired  to  remove  the  capitol  from  Peking 
to  Nanking. 

At  the  present  time  the  business  men  and  the  old  type 
of  officials,  the  conservatives  and  standpatters  among 
the  old  intellectuals,  are  looking  to  Peking  to  “Save 


3 


the  Country”.  The  mighty  war  lords  of  the  north,  no 
doubt,  expect  to  control  China  through  the  old  capitol. 
The  Western  Powers  are  betting  their  all,  it  seems,  upon 
Peking.  As  the  Russians  see  it,  there  you  have  capi- 
talism, imperialism,  militarism  and  reaction. 

In  contrast,  Canton,  the  southern  capitol,  has  led  the 
revolts  that  have  “saved  China”  in  the  past.  The 
liberals  among  the  intellectuals,  practically  all  of  the 
young  student  groups  and  the  labor  unions,  together 
with  the  political  adventurers,  look  to  and  now  support 
Canton.  Just  as  in  Russia  the  Bolsheviks  are  gambling 
on  youth,  so  they  hope  to  win  the  China  of  the  early  to- 
morrow by  winning  the  youth  of  today. 

Further  on  we  shall  point  out  wherein  “China  is  full 
of  the  Bolshevik  spirit”,  as  Leon  Trotsky  recently 
stated,  but  at  this  point  we  will  do  well  to  consider  the 
seriousness  of  this  question.  If  the  Bolsheviks  win  in 
the  southern  capitol  — informed  Chinese  and  foreigners 
do  not  doubt  this  possibility  — and  the  rich  province  of 
Kwangtung,  with  its  aggressive  population  of  over 
twenty-five  million  people,  becomes  a part  of  the  United 
Socialist  Soviet  Republic,  England  will  not  only  have 
trouble  in  Hong  Kong,  her  little  gold  mine  of  the  East, 
but  her  troubles  in  restless  India  will  greatly  increase. 
No  doubt  such  a victory  would  greatly  strengthen  the 
weakening  position  of  the  Moscow  government.  How- 
ever, the  most  important  aspect  of  the  Red  advance  in 
the  south  is  the  possibility  of  Canton  leading  the  way  to 
a Red  Revolution  throughout  all  China. 

This  sinister  possibility  certainly  is  enough  to  make 
the  Western  Powers  take  notice.  However,  it  is  not  all. 
The  following  significant  quotation  from  an  editorial  in 
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Dr.  Sun’s  official  paper  under  date  of  July  11,  1924,  sug- 
gests dangerous  possibilities: 

“This  Gentleman’s  agreement,  too,  is  now  at  an 
end  and  Japan  is  being  treated  just  as  any  other 
‘Coolie’  nation  of  the  Orient.  Evidently  it*  has  at 
last  dawned  upon  the  minds  of  the  Japanese  that 
after  all  the  Japanese  are  a yellow  people  belonging 
to  a race  seemingly  inferior  to  that  of  the  white 
people  and  that  if  the  aggressive  spirit  and  the  un- 
reasonable attitude  of  the  white  people  against 
others  are  to  be  stayed  at  all,  the  Asiatic  people 
themselves  must  unite”. 

China  Ripe  for  Revolution. 

The  people  of  the  West  can  imagine  only  a fraction 
of  what  the  poor  of  China  suffer.  Most  of  China ’s  great 
multitudes  live  in  the  sixteenth  century,  in  ignorance, 
disease,  and  often  in  want  of  sufficient  food.  The  death 
rate  of  children  under  five  is  between  600  and  700  out 
of  every  thousand.  The  bubonic  plague,  cholera,  and 
smallpox  often  spread  like  a prairie  fire  of  misery.  Mil- 
lions upon  millions  are  born  with  but  little  hope  of  en- 
joying happiness  in  this  life  and,  as  they  believe,  no 
hope  of  enjoying  the  life  to  come.  Famines  often  rage, 
taking  off  millions,  who  live  on  grass  and  leaves  when 
the  rice  is  gone,  and  suffer  heartbreaks  and  agonies  the 
fortunate  people  of  rich  America  never  know  and  cannot 
even  imagine.  Even  when  the  country  is  “prosperous”, 
the  bitter  fight  for  the  bowl  of  rice  is  always  on.  It  has 
been  said  that  “Bolshevism  follows  the  bread  line”. 

New  plagues  have  come,  adding  to  the  unbearable 
misery  of  the  poor.  There  are  well  over  a million  sol- 
diers in  China  and  daily  the  number  is  increasing. 
Armed  bandits  and  unemployed  soldiers  and  worthless 
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police  would  bring  the  armed  force  that  the  poor  must 
support  well  up  to  a million,  five  hundred  thousand. 
This  force  is  at  least  three  times  what  it  was  ten  years 
ago.  This  alone  would  keep  China  poor.  However  the 
military  and  the  bandits  tax  the  people  to  the  limit. 
Transportation  is  cut  off.  Villages  are  looted.  The  rich 
are  held  for  large  ransom.  Added  to  this,  recently  the 
military  have  forced  the  farmers  to  plant  the  poppy 
that  produces  opium,  instead  of  rice  and  wheat.  In 
Szechwan  province,  the  most  fertile  agricultural  section 
of  China,  several  foreign  observers  report  the  most 
alarming  situation.  Seventy  per  cent,  of  the  people  are 
using  opium.  In  half  the  districts  famine  conditions  are 
now  to  be  found.  Rice  has  risen  from  $17  a coolie  load 
to  $70.  In  the  capitol  city,  Chungking,  over  five  thou- 
sand pounds  of  opium  are  used  every  day.  Military 
feudalism  has  given  way  to  anarchy.  Everywhere  life  is 
unsafe.  There  is  no  law,  nor  order,  and  no  justice. 

Every  province  in  China  is  suffering  hardship  in 
varying  degrees.  No  doubt  Szechwan  leads  the  list  but 
yet  it  is  evident,  as  will  be  seen  later,  that  the  people 
want  and  are  going  to  have  a “New  Day”. 

Some  people  say  “China  has  suffered  before  and  she 
will  go  on  patiently  suffering”.  However,  these 
prophets  forget  that  even  the  patient  Chinese  can  lose 
their  patience,  as  shown  by  the  Boxer  affair  and  the 
recent  disturbances  in  Shanghai,  Hankow,  Canton,  and 
Tientsin.  It  is  true  the  Chinese  have  been  masters  of 
the  art  of  patient  suffering,  but  now  just  as  their  suffer- 
ing becomes  unbearable  subtle  voices  whisper  “You 
need  not  suffer.  Follow  our  plan  and  you  will  have 
rice  and  liberty”.  As  Dr.  Sun  promised  the  poor  in  his 
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speech  of  December  30,  1923,  “When  the  revolution  suc- 
ceeds there  will  be  cheap  rice”,  so  the  ignorant  are  told 
again  in  1925  that  people  in  other  lands  gain  liberty, 
equality,  and  food  by  fighting  for  them.  At  this  writing 
tens  of  thousands  of  students  are  preaching  anti-for- 
eignism  and  patriotism  and  unrest  to  the  workers  and 
farmers  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Re- 
public. 

The  late  Dr.  Wu  Ting  Fang,  who  was  for  many  years 
the  famous  Chinese  Ambassador  in  Washington,  and  is 
often  referred  to  as  the  “Grand  Old  Man  of  China”, 
summed  up  the  situation: 

‘ ‘ Kwok  Man  Mo  Kwok 
Man  Kwok  Mo  Man” 

which  literally  translated  into  the  Yankee  dialect  goes 
as  follows: 

“Country  citizen  no  country 
A Republic  no  citizens”. 

Perhaps,  to  those  who  are  not  versed  in  things 
Chinese,  this  seems  like  a jumble  of  words.  However, 
Dr.  Wu  saw  clearly  and  statedly  cleverly  the  present 
chaotic  situation.  The  citizens  of  the  country  have  no 
country.  They  cannot  vote.  They  have  practically  no 
voice  in  the  government.  The  military  lords  and  the 
bandits  rule.  The  foreign  powers  get  what  they  want 
from  the  military,  or  from  their  agents  in  Peking.  The 
second  part  of  the  couplet  states  that  the  country  is 
without  real  citizens.  The  old  do  nothing;  the  citizens 
have  permitted  the  country  to  drift  into  the  chaos  above 
pictured. 

The  “Sick  Giant  of  Cathay”  ever  registers  a rising 
fever  of  unrest.  In  the  world  he  finds  few  friends  and 
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many  who  neither  respect  him  nor  desire  to  give  him 
justice.  He  sees  that  others  in  the  Family  of  Nations 
do  not  suffer  as  China  suffers.  Hence  he  is  a fit  subject 
for  the  “Quack  political  doctor”. 

For  the  first  time  in  countless  centuries  the  youth  of 
China  is  in  the  saddle.  The  day  of  the  high  school  poli- 
tician and  the  eighth  grade  patriot  has  arrived.  Old 
China  is  being  born  again.  The  old  men  do  not  under- 
stand or  care  for  the  “New  Ways”.  When  China  faced 
the  past  these  old  men  ruled,  but  now  China  faces  the 
future.  The  ignorant  masses  welcome  the  leadership  of 
idealistic  students.  They  feel  that  almost  anything  is 
better  than  the  present  state  of  affairs.  Sooner  or  later 
the  powerful  “youth”  movement  of  today  is  bound  to 
lead  China  to  try  something  radically  new.  As  we  shall 
see  later,  the  Bolsheviks  are  “boring  inside”  this 
“youth”  movement  and  there  is  grave  danger  that  they 
will  yet  dominate  the  country. 

The  Powerful  Kuomintang. 

It  is  not  generally  understood  abroad  that  China  has 
one,  and  only  one,  powerful  political  party  — the  Kuo- 
mintang, literally  translated  the  Country  Citizens  Party. 
The  West  has  read  of  the  fights  between  the  Chili  fac- 
tion and  the  Fengtien  military  clique.  However,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  these  are  in  no  sense  modern  politi- 
cal parties  even  though  each  wields  a powerful  political 
influence.  For  example  the  Fengtien  clique  is  made  up 
of  generals  and  officials  who  obey  the  orders  of  the 
feudal  lord  of  the  three  northern  provinces,  the  mighty 
Chang  Tso  Lin. 
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The  Kuomintang  claims  a membership  of  half  a mil- 
lion. With  the  membership  of  the  Communist  party  of 
Russia  they  have  many  points  in  common;  this  party’s 
membership  is  made  up  of  citizens  in  all  walks  of  life 
and  scattered  everywhere  among  the  restless  multitudes. 
Just  as  the  Communist  played  up  the  death  of  its  leader, 
Lenin,  and  thereby,  it  is  claimed,  added  another  one 
hundred  thousand  to  its  membership,  so  the  Kuomin- 
tang played  up  the  death  of  Dr.  Sun.  As  thousands  of 
idealistic  students  and  citizens  crowded  by  and  bowed 
three  times  to  the  coffin  and  spirit  of  the  great  national 
hero,  so  the  students,  in  a thousand  cities  and  villages 
throughout  the  country,  paid  honor  to  the  great  leader 
of  the  Kuomintang.  Likewise  the  recent  anti-foreign 
disturbances  in  Shanghai,  Canton,  and  other  ports  were 
used  by  this  party  to  increase  its  membership.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  daily  thousands,  mostly  students 
and  laborers,  are  willingly  or  unwillingly  going  through 
the  impressive  initiation  ceremony  and  taking  the  secret 
vow  of  this  party,  which  is  in  fact  a cross  between  a 
political  party,  a lodge  and  a “dare  to  die”  band. 

This  party  was  a big  force  in  promoting  the  revolution 
of  1911,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  they  put  in  their 
leader  Dr.  Sun  as  the  first  provisional  president,  later 
elected  a strong  minority  to  parliament,  were  repre- 
sented in  the  first  republican  cabinet  by  Dr.  Wu  Ting 
Fang,  and  were  able  to  elect  C.  T.  Wang  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Senate.  With  a greatly  increased  member- 
ship, with  Canton  completely  under  its  control,  and  with 
a powerful  army  in  and  about  Peking,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  one  of  its  members,  the  Christian  General  Feng, 
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it  now  holds  a very  strong  position.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Kuomintang  is  the  most  powerful  single  politi- 
cal force  in  China  today. 

Bolshevism  Inside  the  Kuomintang. 

After  reviewing  the  power  and  strategic  position  of 
the  Kuomintang  it  is  somewhat  alarming  to  see  them 
entrenched  within  the  party  at  this  writing  (early  in 
September)  and  practically  in  control  of  the  party’s 
headquarters  in  Canton. 

In  the  first  national  meeting  of  the  party  Dr.  Sun,  as 
chief,  proposed  that  the  “Kung  Chan  Tang”,  literally 
interpreted  “the  Profit-Sharing  party”,  should  be  per- 
mitted to  join.  That  was  in  September,  1923.  In  De- 
cember, Dr.  Sun  said  “"We  no  longer  look  to  the  West. 
We  now  look  to  Russia”.  In  January,  in  referring  to 
the  revolution,  he  said  “Russia  has  given  us  such  a good 
example  that  we  can  decide  to  go  ahead”. 

In  June,  1924,  General  Gallant  and  his  Bolshevik  mili- 
tary officers  came  to  help  Dr.  Sun  train  up  “A  true 
Revolutionary  Army”.  On  June  29,  Dr.  Sun  opened  the 
Whampoa  Military  Academy,  which  meant  the  birth  of 
the  “Red  Army”  in  the  south.  The  merchants  would 
not  support  the  great  Kuomintang ’s  chief  when  he 
pushed  his  “Chik  Fa”,  that  is  “Red  Doctrines.”  On 
October  15,  Dr.  Sun  called  in  the  Russians,  the  Red 
Army,  and  the  bandit  armies,  and  after  starting  thir- 
teen large  fires  in  the  heart  of  the  city  and  looting  thou- 
sands of  shops,  they  finally  disarmed  the  4,000  Merchant 
Militia,  the  real  citizens  army,  the  “Minute  Men  of 
1924”. 
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With  the  first  “Counter  Revolution”  crushed,  Dr.  Sun 
and  his  Russian  advisers  moved  steadily  toward  power. 
In  January  and  February,  1925,  they  again  put  into  the 
field  the  “Red  Army”,  called  in  Canton  the  “Hok 
Kwan”  — literally  translated  “the  Student  Army”. 
General  Gallant  with  his  Russian  officers  and  trained 
troops  cut  the  larger  “Counter  Revolutionary”  army  to 
pieces  in  two  weeks.  In  June,  this  army  fought  and  de- 
feated the  third  counter  revolutionary  movement.  Thus 
on  June  12,  1925,  the  Kuomintang  came  into  complete 
control  of  the  southern  capitol. 

The  government  was  set  up  on  regular  Bolshevik 
lines.  Mr.  Borodin  was  to  be  the  high  adviser.  The 
three  commissars  of  the  government  were  to  be  WTu 
Hon  Min,  Wang  Ching  WTai,  and  Liu  Chung  Hoi.  Mr. 
Liu  was  the  out  and  out  tool  of  the  Russians. 

On  June  23,  1925,  the  Red  Army  attacked  Shameen, 
the  foreign  business  concession,  killing  one  foreigner 
and  wounding  others  and  losing  fifty-eight  of  those  en- 
gaged in  the  attack,  some  of  them  being  students  and 
laborers  who  were  caught  in  the  strategic  Russian 
propagandist  movement.  Then  as  the  strikers  came  in 
from  Hong  Kong,  numbering  thirty  to  forty  thousand, 
Red  labor  courts  were  set  up,  which  had  the  power  to 
impose  the  death  sentence.  Of  the  420  labor  guilds  in 
Canton  only  39  are  Red,  but  they  are  so  aggressive  that 
with  the  support  of  the  Red  Army  they  now  control  the 
city. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  Dr.  Sun  led  the  way  to 
the  Bolshevik  control  of  the  Kuomintang.  It  seems 
strange  that  his  adopted  son,  Mr.  Sun  Fo,  an  American 
returned  student,  and  ex-mayor  of  Canton,  should  be  the 
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leader  of  the  anti-Reds,  trying  to  check  what  his  famous 
father  started. 

The  fight  is  now  on  for  the  control  of  the  Kuomintang. 
The  second  national  convention  is  scheduled  to  be  held 
in  Canton  during  this  month.  No  doubt  the  conserva- 
tives will  refuse  to  meet  in  Canton  unless  they  capture 
the  city.  In  any  case  the  Bolshevists  are  making  a 
strong  bid  for  the  party  control.  If  C.  T.  Wang  and 
General  Feng,  with  his  large  army,  go  to  the  Red  side  — 
they  are  now  sympathetic  — there  is  a fair  chance  that 
Bolshevism  might  not  only  control  the  Kuomintang, 
but  China  as  well. 

Bolshevik  Activities  and  Chinese  Psychology. 

Lenin  stated  as  the  policy  of  the  Third  Internationale 
of  Moscow,  “We  run  the  risk  of  perishing  if  revolution 
does  not  break  out  in  other  countries  with  the  least  pos- 
sible delay”.  After  this  policy  signally  failed  to  bring 
on  the  expected  proletariat  revolution  in  Germany  and 
the  Balkans  in  1921  and  1922,  naturally  the  energetic 
Bolshevik  statesmen  turned  to  the  restless,  changing 
Orient. 

We  have  already  seen  how  this  Red  menace  got  into 
the  Kuomintang  after  it  had  been  driven  out  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  the  United  States  and 
the  Labor  Party  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  seen  how 
Borodin,  the  Soviet  representative,  engineered  the 
crushing  of  the  Conservative  forces  and  has  at  last  al- 
most secured  the  complete  mastery  of  the  southern  Capi- 
tol. But  it  must  not  be  thought  that  the  Russians  have 
accomplished  all  of  this  without  paying  for  it.  One  Rus- 
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sian  general  was  killed,  and  at  different  times,  it  has 
been  reported,  petty  Bolshevik  officers  have  lost  their 
lives  in  putting  down  some  of  the  “Counter  Revolu- 
tions”. One  prominent  member  of  the  Kuomintang, 
who  knows  the  “inside”  and  whose  word  is  absolutely 
reliable,  recently  said  to  the  writer,  “The  Russians  have 
sent  money,  arms,  ammunition,  and  men  into  Canton”. 
During  the  last  three  months  many  steamers  have  put 
into  Canton  harbor  from  Vladivostok.  It  is  reported 
on  good  authority  that  many  thousands  of  modern  rifles 
and  several  million  rounds  of  ammunition  were  shipped 
in.  The  Red  Army  suddenly  increased  from  three  thou- 
sand to  over  eight  thousand.  They  are  equipped  with 
modern  rifles,  Lewis  guns,  and  various  types  of  machine 
guns.  The  writer  and  his  personal  foreign  friends  have 
seen  the  Russian  guns  in  the  hands  of  the  Red  Army. 
One  can  scarcely  doubt,  knowing  Chinese  ways,  that 
General  Gallant  was  not  made  head  of  the  army  of  the 
Canton  Reds  just  because  he  was  a foreigner  — no  doubt 
that  was  very  much  against  him  — but  because  he  was 
the  agent  of  the  power  that  equipped  and  fed  the  army. 

Mr.  Liu  Chung  Toi,  Russian  tool  and  commissar  of  the 
“Nationalist  Government”  in  Canton,  was  assassinated 
August  20.  The  “Fan  Rung  Chan  Tang”  — that  is  the 
anti-Communist  group  of  the  Kuomintang  party  — were 
out  to  “get”  Mr.  Liu.  Mr.  Liu  quarrelled  with  the  two 
other  commissars  about  a division  of  the  “Russian 
Money”.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  “Russian 
Money”  came  from  the  oil  monopoly.  Five  months  be- 
fore the  government  had  put  a very  high  tax  on  oil  sold 
by  the  Chinese  agents  of  the  Standard  Oil,  Texas  Oil, 
and  Asiatic  Oil  companies.  These  agents  were  forced 
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to  strike.  Tlie  expected  Russian  oil  then  arrived  from 
Vladivostok  and  was  sold  at  a great  profit.  For  cer- 
tain concessions  this  “Russian  money”,  perhaps  capital 
and  profits,  was  turned  over  to  the  commissars. 

Information  concerning  another  source  of  Russian 
money  came  to  the  writer’s  ears  last  March  when  one  of 
the  leading  Chinese  bankers  confidentially  told  of  a 
large  transfer  of  money  from  Moscow  to  Mr.  Borodin  in 
Canton.  Still  another  source  came  to  light  when  a 
friend  of  the  writer  warned  a foreigner,  who  turned 
out  to  be  a Russian,  not  to  go  to  Canton  because  all  for- 
eigners had  just  been  driven  out.  The  man  replied  that 
he  was  not  afraid  because  he  was  a Russian.  When  the 
Hong  Kong  police  searched  him,  it  was  found  that  he 
had  a Soviet  secret  code  book  and  several  large  rolls 
of  American  and  Canadian  money. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Third  Internationale 
are  after  big  game.  They  are  concentrating  on  Canton 
because  they  believe  that  it  is  a strategic  move  in  put- 
ting over  a Red  Revolution  in  China.  However,  they 
have  not  forgotten  Lenin’s  policy  of  putting  on  a revo- 
lution and  thereby,  first,  convincing  the  majority,  and, 
second,  contending  for  political  power.  As  will  be  seen, 
they  are  in  the  first  stage,  in  most  of  the  sections  of 
China.  We  have  seen  that  they  have  almost  passed 
through  the  second  stage  in  Canton  and  are  about  ready 
for  the  third,  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat. 

During  the  last  four  years  missionaries  in  all  sections 
of  China  have  been  reporting  that  they  have  run  across 
Russians  who  were  travelling  over  China.  One  of  these 
men,  who  dropped  into  Foochow,  admitted  to  a friendly 
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foreigner  that  he  was  “too  early”,  for  China  was  “not 
yet  ready  for  the  revolution”. 

In  1921  an  American  missionary  in  Moscow  saw  forty 
Chinese  students  who  were  studying  in  the  Moscow 
School  of  Communism.  He  was  told  that  those  students 
were  to  return  to  China  to  prepare  for  China’s  revolu- 
tion. Some  of  these  returned  Russian  students  are  the 
interpreters  and  loyal  supporters  of  the  Red  rule  in 
Canton.  When  the  anti-Christian  movement,  in  Chun 
King  in  Western  China  and  elsewhere,  was  traced  to  its 
source,  Russian  propaganda  was  found  in  the  possession 
of  Chinese  students  recently  returned  from  Russia,  and 
of  Russians  who  had  been  sent  to  China  from  Moscow. 

Bolshevik  representatives  captured  the  Student 
Unions  of  Peking,  but  practically  all  of  the  colleges  left 
the  union.  During  the  days  following  the  death  of  Dr. 
Sun,  when  thousands  daily  crowded  to  pay  homage  to 
the  great  national  hero,  the  representatives  of  the  Third 
Internationale  of  Moscow  billboarded  the  street  sides 
for  squares  with  Bolshevik  propaganda. 

Bolshevism  and  Chinese  Psychology. 

The  most  significant  thing  about  the  whole  Chinese 
situation  is  that  the  Chinese,  or  at  least  a large  and 
influential  group,  are  turning  to  Russia.  They  look 
upon  Russia  as  a friend,  a “comrade”.  These  Chinese 
leaders  say  “The  Russians  understand  us.  They  are 
more  Oriental  than  Occidental.  They  are  willing  to  help 
us  in  the  way  we  want  help”.  Many  of  the  Chinese  feel 
that  the  Russians  are  helping  them  just  as  the  French 
helped  the  American  colonies  to  get  their  freedom. 
They  frankly  admit  that  they  wish  to  use  the  Russians 
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and  they  are  not  completely  blind  to  the  fact  that  the 
Russians  wish  to  use  them.  However,  they  feel  that 
they  are  forced  to  choose  between  “the  devil  and  the 
deep  blue  sea”.  They  have  had  a good,  long  taste  of 
Western  Imperialism  — the  get-rich-quick  policy  of  the 
old  diplomats.  They  say  the  West  talks  of  the  payment 
of  loans  and  of  treaty  obligations,  asking  for  more 
liberty  in  China  than  the  Chinese  themselves  enjoy,  and 
that,  while  asking  all  of  this,  the  West  offends  the  pride 
of  a great  people  by  excluding  them  from  their  own 
shores. 

The  Bolshevists  are  conscious  of  their  advantage. 
They  know  destruction  is  easier  than  construction,  and 
that  while  the  West  wishes  to  construct,  it  is  the  mission 
of  Red  Russia  to  destroy.  They  understand  not  only 
mass  psychology  but  also  the  psychology  of  promoting  a 
revolution.  For  example,  note  how  they  led  the  Red 
Army  against  Shameen,  the  foreign  concession  in  Can- 
ton, and  how,  after  fifty-eight  of  their  number  were 
killed,  their  leaders  sent  a boat-load  of  one  thousand 
agitators  up  the  Chinese  coast,  while  thousands  more 
went  everywhere  telling  the  common  people  of  the 
“Wolfish  hearts  of  the  foreigners”  and  of  the  “Un- 
equal treaties”  by  which  the  powerful  West  enslaved 
China. 


A Red  Victory  Not  a Certainty. 

From  their  success  in  uniting  the  hostile,  disorganized 
forces  to  fight  the  “Whites”  in  1918,  the  Bolshevists 
learned  that  “blood  is  thicker  than  water”.  Through- 
out China  they  are  now  diligently  sowing  the  seeds  of 
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social  poison  in  fertile  soil.  They  are  so  greatly  en- 
couraged by  present  conditions  in  the  southern  prov- 
inces that  they  hope,  and  perhaps  actually  believe,  that 
their  propaganda  will  sweep  the  country.  While  the 
writer  does  not  think  that  the  facts  justify  the  predic- 
tion that  the  Reds  will  win,  he  does  believe  that  such 
a result  is  possible  unless  the  issue  be  met  wisely  and 
promptly.  Therefore,  it  behooves  the  real  friends  of 
China  and  of  World  Peace  to  get  busy  before  the 
Oriental  Institute  of  Moscow,  now  so  active  in  China,  ac- 
complishes its  declared  purpose  of  “Setting  the  East 
aflame  with  Red  Russian  fire”. 

ARTHUR  BOGGESS. 


